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The Forging & Forming of Young Apostolic Messengers Part 2: 

The Call to Suffer by the Power of God for the Sake of the Nations 

 

I. THE THREE PRIMARY MESSAGES OF II TIMOTHY 

A. The Call to Fervency in the Face of Internal Weakness and External Pressure 

B. The Call to Suffer by the Power of God for the Sake of the Nations 

C. The Call to be a Faithful Witness to the Gospel Through Apostolic Preaching 

II. THE CALL TO SUFFER BY THE POWER OF GOD FOR THE SAKE OF THE NATIONS IN II TIMOTHY 

The main burden of the book of II Timothy is the call to suffer for the sake of the nations. The thread of 

redemptive suffering runs throughout the whole book. There are no less than 14 mentions of enduring 

suffering in these 4 short chapters. We’ll read through a few of the main ones and then develop the NT 

understanding of redemptive suffering (which is one of the most underdeveloped subjects in the Body of 

Christ in this generation in the western world).  

...for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. Therefore do not be ashamed 

of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power 

of God who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own 

purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been 

manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 

which is why I suffer as I do. (2 Timothy 1:7-11) 

 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me 

in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. Share in 

suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to 

please the one who enlisted him. An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the 

rules...Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. Remember Jesus 

Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, 

bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for the 

sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. (2 

Timothy 2:1-10) 

 

You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra--

which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. Indeed, all who desire to live a godly 

life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted... (2 Timothy 3:10-12) 

 

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the 

truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 



2 WORLD MISSIONS AND THE GLORY OF CHRIST                                                                                                  DALTON LIFSEY 

SESSION 4: The Forging and Forming of Young Apostolic Messengers: The Message of II Timothy 

 

  
www.daltonlifsey.com 

 

  

departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (2 Timothy 

4:3-7) 

 

At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them! 

But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from 

every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. (2 Timothy 4:16-18) 

 

III. TRUTHS CONCERNING THE NATURE OF REDEMPTIVE SUFFERING 
1
 

 

A. Suffering has Many Sources (all of which are overseen by God) 

 

1. God 

 

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 

name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 

what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And "If the 

righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" Therefore let 

those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing 

good. (1 Peter 4:16-19) 

 

2. Satan 

 

...God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Acts 

10:38) 

 

3. Men 

 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were 

stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins 

of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-- of whom the world was not worthy--

wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. (Heb. 

11:36-38) 

 

4. Creation 

 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected 

it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 

the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has 

been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. (Rom 8:20-22) 

                                                           
1
 Not all suffering is redemptive. For instance in Acts 10:38 we read that Jesus delivered people who were “oppressed by the devil.” This is not 

a comprehensive document aimed at expounding the different Biblical nuances of suffering but rather a survey of a few key Biblical truths 

concerning the sort of suffering that we are commanded to expect when we embrace the call to missions. 
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B. Suffering is the Result of Our Association with Jesus and the World’s Hatred of Him 

 

"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 

the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not 

greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 

they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because 

they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 

been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father 

also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, 

but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the word that is written in their 

Law must be fulfilled: 'They hated me without a cause.' (John 15:18-25) 

 

C. Suffering is the Result of God’s Desire for the Gospel of Vicarious Suffering to be Demonstrated in 

the Present Tense 

 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 

Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister 

according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 

fully known... (Colossians 1:24-25) 

 

D. Suffering is Necessary for Those who are Called to Steward Lofty Revelation to Protect Them from 

Self-Exaltation  

 

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven--whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into 

paradise--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- and he heard things 

that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own 

behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a 

fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me 

than he sees in me or hears from me. So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 

surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 

harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, 

that it should leave me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor. 

12:2-10) 

 

E. Suffering is Necessary to Purge the Soul so that Christ May Be Our Greatest Gain 

 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 

because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 

loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
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faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-- that I may know him and the 

power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death... 

(Philippians 3:7-10)  

 

 F. Suffering is Something that We are Commanded to Expect and Not be Surprised About: 

 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that 

you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you 

suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 

let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment to begin 

at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not 

obey the gospel of God? And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly 

and the sinner?" Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a 

faithful Creator while doing good. (1Pe 4:12-19) 

 

IV. FRUITFULNESS THROUGH SUFFERING 

The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

continued to bear witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done 

this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has 

gone after him." Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. So these came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and 

told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. "Now is my soul troubled. 

And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 

Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 

The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to 

him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not mine. (John 12:17-30) 

 

There are a few truths contained in this passage that we need to understand when responding to the call to 

missions: 

A. Crowds gathering because of signs and wonders alone is insufficient to produce Gospel-fruit in the 

nations – suffering is also needed; Christ’s and ours 

B. Jesus’ glory consisted of suffering  

C. Jesus’ suffering was declared to be a model for ours 

D. We need to hear God declare the glory of suffering lest we oppose the logic of it 

 


